in brief z— imers () association’

for healthcare professionals

Inc’easing Discl s !¢ f Demen ia Diagn sis

i

The 1ssue @ diselesurc @ a dementia diagnesis and  hat 1s best or Fig /6 1. 50% of patients with dementia have no
medical record of diagnosis

patients and amihies has been debated areund the  eorld o er the

past  deeades ' ¢ Literature re 1e s sontinue te she that elnieans
he suspest dementia @ ten de net diselese or desument a ermal

diagnesis® As a result, appreximatel 5 % e patients 1th dementa

ha ¢ ne desumentatien @ diagnesis in their medisal rceord (F1gure

1) Arceent study o sareg ers’ experiense 1th the diagnestis presess

reperted that 1t teek  years a ter the mtial ply ste1an 151t or seme

patients te reeel ¢ a dementia diagnesis s areg ers alse reperted a

sense @ relustanee ameng desters te diselese the diagnesiss 0
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% of patients who met dementia
diagnostic criteria and did not
have it noted in medical records

Bradford
(2009)

‘ Divergence Between Common Perceptions About Dementia Diagnosis and Published Data

Ph/ ste1ans ha e eited mary barriers Lo diagnesing dementa, insluding deubts abeut the alue o diagnesis g en himited
treatment epliens, seneern @ cr risk @ misdiagnesis, and lask @ kne lecdge o lesal dementia suppert ser 1ses blo ¢ er,
based on published data, perecptions that diselesure @ dementia diagnesis is net pre erred or sauses py shele gieal distress
amengindi 1duals and amily members sheuld be shallen ged

Fig T,.'e 2. Surveys of US adults

Majority want to know dementia diagnosis A majority of patients want to know if they have

Alzheimer’s disease

A resent 5-sountyy sur o ¥ (Franee Sermary, Poland,
Spain, and the ¢S) examining publie attitudes abeut
Al heimer’s disease eund the elle mgd
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o1 son Usion y mplems, they euld ge te 2 dester te
determme 1 the sause  as Al hermer’s disease T his @

Alz-Eu Harvard Turnbull Holroyd ndmgis eensistent  ith pre 1eusk published reperts

(2011) (2003) (1996) e cr the last  deeades (Figure ) '
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ere ay mptematie they  euld likely or seme hat
likey be mterested 1 getunga medieal test that  euld
determme 1 thy  euld get Al heimer’s disease m the
uture (1 ene besomes a ailable)

memory loss or wish to be
informed of a dementia diagnosis

% of US participants who would
seek a diagnosis for confusion or




Most family members appreciate the benefits of diagnosis
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