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Applications should focus on studies in minoritized populations around one or more of
the following areas:

● Understand context and history of health-related disparities: Research to
advance understanding of the medical history, ethical considerations, and the
underpinning of health-related disparities for AD/ADRD within a community
(including appropriate community organizations);

● Understand and investigate other understudied or less understood social
determinants, such as illiteracy, food access, etc.

● Health Services in Clinical Care: Research to evaluate how systems and
structures contribute to racism, discrimination, and other gaps in clinical care in
AD/ADRD;

● Disease burden: Research towards robust estimates of AD/ADRD incidence
and/or prevalence within communities; this may include specific aspects related
to increased awareness or diagnosis within a setting;

● Access to care: Exploration of structural and systematic barriers that prevent
access to evaluation of cognition and overall care as related to cognition, and
availability and access to/uptake of interventions, therapies, and care-related
support. This could include direct access to care, measuring the availability of
care, and identifying gaps in resources or could include discussion about
workforce-related issues more broadly.

The goal of this RFA is to increase our understanding of and develop strategies to
address disparities in AD/ADRD research and clinical care, including projects aimed at
identifying and understanding determinants. This could include determinants that are
direct or indirect (i.e. could be upstream factors or more proximal, downstream
contributions and could be contributors for a community or for the individual). Projects
should provide the context for what may be institutional, systemic, and structural
determinants of disparities. As we understand these determinants, we will look toward
the translation and implementation of strategies to effectively address these disparities
in future implementation projects.

Eligibility:
Individuals with expertise to advance research to increase our understanding and
develop strategies to address disparities in AD/ADRD research and clinical care are
encouraged to apply. We anticipate this to be a highly competitive program and
encourage applications to assemble the strongest possible team with the needed
expertise to move the work forward. Those working on social determinants of health (i.e.
structural and social determinants) and health disparities in underrepresented groups







laboratories, medical centers, non-profit research institutes, hospitals, and universities
from around the world are eligible to apply. State and federal government-appropriated
laboratories in the U.S. and abroad and for-profit organizations are prohibited from
serving as the lead applicant institution. For U.S. VA-based investigators, please work
with your affiliated non-profit organization to apply. In other circumstances, state and
federal government scientists can participate as collaborating scientists with research
teams from other eligible applicant institutions.

● The Alzheimer’s Association is committed to excellence through equity. We
encourage applicants from representative backgrounds to apply to our
funding opportunities, which will promote the expression of diverse
perspectives, approaches, and experiences, including those of
underrepresented groups.

For U.S. entities, the Letter of Intent (LOI) materials will include proof of your
organization‘s not-for-profit status and a W9 signed and dated by the signing official.
Non-U.S. entities must provide a W8-BEN-E signed and dated by the signing official.

Your LOI will not be accepted without these documents (IRS Letter of Determination is
no longer accepted). For non-profit organizations (non-academic), additional
documentation may be required to confirm your organization has a segregation of duties
between transaction execution and transaction utilization.

The Alzheimer’s Association reserves the right to request additional documentation
and/or materials to verify an applicant’s status should any of the eligibility requirements
be unconfirmed.

ELIGIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS
● Overlapping funding of more than one Alzheimer's Association grant is not
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RT-PCR machines, microscopy/imaging equipment
● Equipment service contract fees
● Construction or renovation costs
● Tuition
● Rent for laboratory/office space
● Expenses such as Data Network Recharges and Computing and

communication device support services However, data sharing and/or data
storage for imaging, sequencing, and other study data is allowed

● General liability insurance, such as GAEL
● The Alzheimer’s Association Medical and Scientific Advisory Group (MSAG),

the International Research Grant Program (IRGP) Council members, and
current employees of the Alzheimer’s Association are allowed to be key
personnel or collaborators on projects, however, they are not allowed to
receive any salary or compensation. A complete list of MSAG and IRGP
Council members can be found on our website alz.org/grants

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION PROCEDURES

1. Letter of Intent Submission

The first step in applying to the Alzheimer's Association for any research grant is to create
and submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) through the online application system at
http://proposalcentral.com. Applications will not be accepted without an approved LOI.
First-time users must register and fill out a Professional Profile to begin the LOI/application
process. The LOI and completed application must be submitted by a single Principal
Investigator (PI). Applicants must submit an LOI for the current active cycle that they
are interested in, NO EXCEPTIONS. All LOIs must be approved or rejected in the current
grant cycle. Hard copies or emails of the LOI will not be accepted. The purpose of the LOI is
to ensure that all applicants are eligible for the competitioncrpplicࢃࡷ
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● Background: A description of the environment, research success to date, and 
identified gaps. Should include an overview of the needs assessment process 
and results, including how these findings informed the final proposal. (2 pages)

● Workplan: Detailed outline of the proposed work including the specific question 
and/or topic to be addressed through the proposed work, why this is an important 
topic/ question to be investigated, what gap this is addressing, how will this 
understanding impact/ advance future work and build toward increased equity 
and representation, how the team – including the community partners – will work 
together (including roles and responsibilities) to address this proposed work. 
Work Plan should also include a proposed administration of the project to address 
any conflicts among partners should they arise. (5 pages).

● Plan for sharing and distribution of findings: A data management and sharing plan 
should be included, specific to the project; this should include dissemination to 
the research community but more importantly to the community being engaged in 
the project. (3 pages)

● References: A list of references cited should be provided. There is no required 
reference style. (1 page)

● Letters of support: Letters of support from community partners should be 
included (no more than 4 will be allowed) and should detail how these 
organizations/ individuals will be engaged and describe any financial or in-kind 
support committed to the project. (no more than 2 pages each)

● CVs/Biosketches: A CV or Biosketch for the Project Lead and each key 
individual who will participate in the proposed work should be provided. (no more 
than 5 pages each). Applicants should emphasize any past and or current work 
with community-based research and/or partnerships and/or future plans to ensure 
they have the necessary expertise and/or menthave necess�   in  pautureἀԁ�倄䀅怇᠀commĠ儀䰀圀尀က䔀䐀嘀䠀䜀 past wБin  sho�ἀሀ 䔀 sho� 鄀 ensu呀ՠࡠҀ℠he䤀in ensmрՠԀshoрՠ৵@рՠuѐҀ㑐Ҁr最ሀ刀҄    ἀ sho�  in shoрՠ৵�r最 sho�  in necess� .



approved LOI. An application submitted on behalf of another applicant or by an
administrator will result in a rejected application. Once the applicant enters the
application system, on-screen instructions will be provided to complete the
application process. The application does not need to be completed in one session;
a partially completed application can be saved and completed at any time before the
deadline.

It is imperative that you proofread your application before submission; you will not
be allowed to make any changes to the application after the deadline or once
applications are under review.

�L�V



Publications, Presentations and Abstracts
Electronic copies of publications, presentations and abstracts that report research
supported by funds from the Alzheimer‘s Association must be submitted electronically at
the time of publication. These copies will become part of the official file of the grant and
will be provided to the Communications Division of the Alzheimer‘s Association to assist
in the efforts to further inform the public about the International Research Grant
Program of the Association.

Recruitment Efforts for Clinical Studies
Projects involving human participants must address in their application the appropriate
inclusion or exclusion of individuals in the proposed research project and describe
recruitment efforts to represent the community in



consortia (e.g., ADNI, IGAP).
3. The Reviewer has been a co-investigator on a grant

application or award with the Applicant in the last
four (4) years.

4. Reviewer has a conceptual difference of opinion with
the Applicant that will prevent a fair review.

5. Reviewer will receive financial benefit from the



(including transgender status); genetic information; and any other characteristic
protected by federal, state or local law.


